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Desert Locust Situation:

The Desert Locust situation remained calm during
March 2016.During Survey operations carried out in
Wadi Bat'’ha, Bidiya (2222N5856E), North Shargiya
Region there were presence of Desert Locust adults
isolated, solitarious, maturing and laying eggs in low
numbers on 16 March, as results of good rain
recorded during  March improved environmental
conditions. No locust have been seen during survey
operations in other Regions (North/South Battinah;
Dakhiliya; Bureimi; Dhahera; Musandam and Dhofar),
it is likely expected of Desert Locust laying eggs in the
traditional breeding areas especially where recorded
good rain recently.

No locust has been reported from other Regions in the
country.

According to the warning level of FAO/DLIS, the
Desert Locust situation is in "Calm" level (Green
color). All efforts should continue to monitor the
situation carefully on a regular basis.

Weather and Ecology

During March, moderate to heavy rainfall have been
recorded in all parts of the Northern of the country
(Musandam; Bureimi; Dhahera; North/South Battinah;
Muscat; Dakhiliya; North/ South Shargiya) Regions as
a result of several successive depressions and the
most prolific was during 8" to 10" of March. These
rain led to improvement of environmental conditions
in all the traditional breeding areas for locusts in
northern part of Oman. The survey reports have
indicated that vegetation are green in all the sites that
carried out Survey operations, and environmental
conditions in these locations have become favorable
for locust breeding.

Forecasting:

As result of good rainfall received recently, it is likely
for solitatious locust to continue laying eggs in the
traditional breeding areas due to favorable
environmental conditions for the breeding operations,
low numbers of solitarious hoppers are expected to
appear and breed on a small scale in the Desert
Locust breeding areas in beginning of April as results
of adult locusts laying eggs which seen in the middle
of this month in Bidiya. It is also likely for solitarious
locust adults to breed in a small scale in the rest of
Desert Locust breeding areas in the Northern parts of
the Sultanate.

Summary of the monthly activities of the Locust

Control Centre:

e The Locust Control Centre has informed all the
Survey and Control Officers in all the Regions to
survey in their prospective areas, on a regular
basis.
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e According to the recommendation no. (12) of the
27" Session of the FAO Commission for
Controlling the Desert Locust in the Central
Region held in Beirut, Lebanon, during 20 — 24
September 2010 and the recommendation no. 4
of the 27" Session of the FAO Commission for
Controlling the Desert Locust in South-West Asia
held in Islamabad, Pakistan during 25 - 27
January 2011. One Locust Officer from Oman
should participate in the Iran/Pakistan Joint
Survey during the portion of the survey that is
carried out along the Iranian coast facing Oman
and one lIranian Locust Officer should participate
in the National Survey on the Northern coast of
Oman during the spring of each year. During 14"
to 16" March 2016, Mr. Mahmoud Chalaki, Locust
Information  Officer from Plant Protection
Organization of the Ministry of Jihad and
Agriculture of the Islamic Republic of Iran joins
the spring survey in North/South Battinah and
North Shargiya Regions. The success of this visit
is the effort and collaboration between the
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries of Oman and
the Ministry of Jihad and Agriculture of Islamic
Republic of Iran with the collaborations of Food
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Iran Office
and FAO Oman Office.

Desert Locust situation in the neighboring
countries:
Yemen:

According to the Desert Report received from Yemen
on 25" of March; The locust situation developed in
Shabwah coast where numerous of small hopper
bands and hopper groups of all instars (mostly in late
instars) mixed with small new groups of transient and
gregarious fledgling locust adults were formed and
continue to form in different locations between Arkha
and Bir Ali (The exact extent of the current infestation
is about 120km in length and 20 km in width). More
groups of DL adults or small swarms will be formed
shortly in several places and spread in wide areas
unless controlled immediately. New egg hatching is
expected to appear in some areas particularly in those
laying eggs reported lastly. Once conditions dry out
along the coast, the adults will continue to form small
groups and perhaps a few small swarms that will
move into the interior where breeding is likely in
Marib, Shabwah and Hadhramaut regions between
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Marib, Ataq and Thamud. There is also a risk that
some adult groups and perhaps a few small swarms
could move northeast along the coast to
southern Oman.
Saudi Arabia:
No report received
Islamic Republic of Iran:
No report received
Pakistan:
No report received.
For more information on Desert Locust situation visit:
Locust watch of DLIS site, FAO HQ, Rome.
(http://www.fao.org/ag/locusts/en/info/info/index.html)
CRC of the Central Region site, Cairo, Egypt.
(http://desertlocust-crc.org/Pages/Index.aspx?CMSId=8)
Resources available in Locust Control Centre:
e 7 Pickups truck double cabin and 1SUV
vehicle 4WD
e Sprayers: 15 Ulvamast V4 and V3; 20
Micronair AU8000; 20 Ulva+
Survey equipment 10 nos.
Camping equipment 2 nos.
Protective tools 200 nos. each
GPS 20 nos
eLocust3 : 10 units. ((8) activated)
Digital camera 2 nos.
Video camera 1 no.
electronic
In beginning of next year 2016, the MOAF will
received 30 thousand liter of pesticide of
Deltamethrin, Third of the quantity will be
reserved for locust.
Distribution of the Bulletin:
Internal Distribution:
1- Sultan Oman Air Force.
2- Sultan Oman Navy
3- Directorate General of Civil Aviation and
Meteorology.
4- Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries;
- H.E. The Undersecretary Office
- Director General of Agriculture
Development
- Directorate General of Agriculture in the
Regions: Batinah, Dhahera, Bureimi
Dakhiliya, Shargiya, Dhofar, and
Musandam.
External Distribution:
1. Emergency Center for Locust Operation ECLO
(DLIS) / FAO, Rome
2. Secretary of the Commission for Controlling the
Desert Locust in the Central Region ( CRC)
Cairo/Egypt
3. Neighboring Countries affected by Desert Locust
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Desert Locust Situation during February 2016
RAMSES Map with Modis and NDVI Images during 2" to 17" February 2016
Greenness map of 1% decade of February 2016
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Rainfall estimation during 1°' decade of March 2016
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The Desert Locust Bulletin is issued monthly by the Locust Control Centre of the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries distributed by email. It is
also available on the Internet
(http://maf.gov.om/pages/Bulletin.aspx?Domainld=0&lang=AR&I=104031&DId=10020&Cld=0&CMSId=800020)
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